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Superintendent of Schools: Mr. Tomás Hanna 

 
Sent: Jan. 1, 2022 
 
Dear CASD Community, 
  
We look forward to welcoming everyone back to campus for in-person instruction on Monday, January 3, 2022. Our primary 
goal is to have students attending in-person in our schools to the greatest extent possible. Health authorities have not issued 
any recommendations to Chester County schools for a switch to virtual instruction at this time. Over the last two years we have 
worked together to navigate the many challenges of this pandemic. It is clear that these efforts will need to continue into the 
new year so that we continue to be engaged in in-person learning.  
  
On December 27, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced new, shorter quarantine guidelines, moving 
from 10 to 5 days. This is supported by the Chester County Health Department (CCHD.) CASD will adjust our practices when 
responding to reported COVID cases. The CCHD has developed a useful chart that summarizes the latest guidance. Please 
click here to view it. This will be placed on our website and should be helpful if you have questions about quarantine protocols. 
  
As a reminder, I want to share a summary of our current COVID-19 mitigation practices: 
  
Symptom checking - all families should review their children for symptoms before sending them to school each day. If your 
child has symptoms, please refrain from sending him/her to school and contact your physician.  
  
Masks - masks are to be always worn indoors except when eating. In the weeks leading up to winter break we saw an increase 
in students arriving to school without masks and relying on picking up masks from school staff. Please make sure your child 
comes to school wearing a well-fitting mask. Students should bring at least two masks to school. Also, at this time medical 
masks are recommended over cloth masks. 
  
Reporting - Continue to report any cases of COVID or your student’s need to quarantine due to close contact to your school 
nurse. This data is important for our planning purposes. Our COVID-19 dashboard is available for our community.  
  
Vaccinations – Vaccines are now widely available. We continue to encourage families to have their children vaccinated. 
Additionally, anyone who is over the age of 16 and is 6 months out from their last shot is eligible for a booster, which is 
recommended by physicians. 
   
Testing – CASD will continue to take part in the testing for students and staff. We are using these tests for in-school student 
exposures. Please be sure you have completed the forms required for CASD nurses to administer a COVID test at school. Please 
contact your school nurse as a follow-up. 
  
In-school exposure - in school exposure/close contacts will be communicated to those families directly impacted. We will 
continue to follow the Chester County Health Department protocols.  
  
Out-of-school exposure - students must follow the quarantine guidelines from the CCHD to return to school if they are 
considered a close contact from an exposure outside of school. 
  

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1227-isolation-quarantine-guidance.html
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/65538/COVID-19-Updated-Quarantine-Isolation-Tool-for-Schools_Final_12-30-2021
https://www.casdschools.org/Page/7415


 
 

Thank you for all of your support and we will do our best to keep students safely learning in our schools. We know our students 
learn best when in school and we also know that, up to this point, our protocols and practices have prevented spread of the 
virus on campus, we will continue to work to make in person learning safe and productive. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tomás Hanna 
Superintendent 

 


